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Kontakion of St.
Raphael the Bishop of

Brooklyn
You were a guardian

and a defender of the
Church's teaching: you

protected your flock
from false doctrines

and confirmed them in
the true faith. O holy

father Raphael, son of
Syria and glory of North

America, always
intercede before the

Lord that our souls may
be saved.

Moving Towards Hope
By Maria Naasko

(adapted from)

anything but a hopeless book; it’s the story of the
Pilgrim’s journey through not just Hell but also
Purgatory and Paradise, all undertaken for the
restoration of his hope and his salvation. Dante
manages to take that initial despair and transform it
into something hopeful and beautiful, culminating
when the Pilgrim beholds God. I will be focusing
specifically on how hope relates to forward motion
because for Dante, moving forward is an essential
characteristic of hope; it’s reflected in the hierarchy of 
the afterlife as well as in the punishments, penances,
and praises of the souls therein. 

Cont. Page 3

Dante’s Divine Comedy
begins with the Pilgrim
“midway along the journey
of our life”
(Inf. 1:1), on the on brink of
despair. When help comes
in the form of the Poet
Virgil, he first brings the
Pilgrim to the gates of Hell.
It’s a very hopeless note on 
which to begin. However,
the Divine Comedy is 

“I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13

Visit our Website  here

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/05/18/moving-towards-hope-dantes-divine-comedy/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/
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Feasts of the
Month

September 1
Beginning of

Ecclesiastical Year

September 5
Zacharias and

Elizabeth

September 8
Nativity of the

Theotokos

September 14
Elevation of the

Cross

September 21
Prophet Jonah

September 23
Conception of

John the Baptist

September 30
Gregory,

Enlightener of
Armenia

Gregory, Enlightener of Armenia

Let us, the faithful, praise the holy
Hierarch Gregory. He is a shepherd, a
teacher and an enlightener. He is an

athlete for the Truth, and he
intercedes with Christ God that our

souls may be saved! 
    

 - Kontakion, Tone 2

“The lover of silence draws close to
God. He talks to Him in secret, and
God enlightens him. Jesus, by His

silence, shamed Pilate; and a man, by
his silence, conquers vainglory.     

  - St. John Climacus

Note From the Editor
Dear St. Raphael students, parents, and everyone else. Thank you for checking out
our newsletter. We have been greatly blessed to have such amazing support from
SRS teachers and staff. We couldn't have done this without them. Thank you!

Elyse Hawkins
St. Raphael School Journal, Managing Editor

School News 
Last chance to get
you kids signed up
for the coming fall
semester! 

Classes are filling up
quickly, with some
already full. 

Click here  to take a
look at the classes
that St. Raphael is
offering this year.

http://www.raphaelschool.org/
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      Moving Toward Hope 
           Continued from Pg. 1

To ignore the forward movement of hope is to ignore what makes hope applicable
in the here and now, for both Dante and his readers.

In order to understand the role of forward-looking hope in the Divine Comedy, it’s
important to understand how it is that hope looks forward. Dante defines hope as
the “sure expectancy of future bliss” (Paradise, 25:67). Hope says “I can change,”
trusting in God that the future will be different. One of the requirements for hope
is time; if there is no time, there is no future to hope in. It’s helpful to think about
our time on earth as moving towards the light at the end of the tunnel. We move
towards something outside of ourselves, God, despite the present darkness.
Because hope requires movement, it necessarily requires actions.

 In Paradise, St. James, who is famous for writing about how faith without works is
dead, questions the Pilgrim about hope. This is no coincidence. Hope, like faith, is
an action and not just an internal matter; it requires repentance. In order to truly
be hopeful, we must keep turning back to God and moving towards the light.
Although hope is dependent on actions, it’s fortunately not a matter of emotions.
Even if we find ourselves like David the psalmist who cried “How long wilt thou
forget me, O Lord? Forever?” (Ps. 13:1) we can still have the kind of hope David
wrote about a few lines later: “But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall
rejoice in thy salvation” (Ps. 13:5). In order to be hopeful, we need both a future to
move towards and to keep moving towards that future.

Hell is the antithesis of hope; it serves to show where lack of time, motion, and
repentance lead. Here, the reader finds souls who have given up, turned away
from God and in turn have been served divine justice. Because the Pilgrim begins
on the brink of despair, it is fitting that Dante begins by showing where this road
leads. Those in Hell refused to act in accordance with hope and repent so now it’s
lost to them forever. It’s as if the light at the end of the tunnel was taken away,
leaving no point in even stumbling around trying to find something that’s not
there. Nothing changes, ever. This sameness is reflected in the structure of Hell
itself. Although some of the punishments involve a great deal of physical
movement, such as running, they lack progress.

You may view the remainder of this essay here.
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Featured Student Submission
Hamlet

   By John Francis Naasko

“To be or not to be that is the question.”

This is the first line of Shakespeare most famous soliloquy. This soliloquy is from
Shakespeare’s play Hamlet and you probably recognize it. In this soliloquy Hamlet
is talking about suicide and telling us why he can’t kill himself.

Now, what I’m here to talk about is the first line in Hamlet soliloquy. To be or not
to be is to live or die but also to exist or not to. The question we’re going to ask is
what did Hamlet choose? In Shakespeare’s play Hamlet eventually chooses to kill
his uncle Claudius. Before that happens, Hamlet struggles with the dilemma to kill
his uncle or to not.

First thing first is that God’s creation is good. So being evil is defying creation and
therefore choosing to leave creation. So being evil means the you become less
real. Destroying God’s creation is a sin so killing himself would make Hamlet less
real. So, to be or not to be really is Hamlet pondering whether to become less real
or not.

An example of this is Claudius. Claudius acts less human and emotionless he
moves people like chess pieces to kill his nephew. He seems to be less real than
any of the other characters. Hamlet over the course of the play goes crazy and
seems to lose touch of reality. This another example of becoming less real.
Hamlet chose to kill his uncle and lose part of his reality. The only one who holds
on to his reality is Horatio.

So, in conclusion Hamlet chooses not to be and throws away his reality. This is a
really complex idea but at the same time makes perfect and simple sense. You see
evil people are less real and they chose to be less real. Because if God is good
which he is then being evil is moving away from God and God is the creator. When
Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit they lost a part of their reality and the world
broke. So, to be evil is to not be real. That is the statement of my whole speech.

Thank you for listening.

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/05/28/hamlet-speech/


More Parish News
      Book Review of 'A Tale of Two Cities'

        By Thea Frederick

A Tale of Two Cities is a masterpiece, which Dickens did a wonderful job
writing. This book was marvelously written to keep the reader’s attention by
making cliffhangers and has brilliantly woven interconnecting plots and
characters. It contains an engaging story, many interesting metaphors and
foreshadowings, wonderful and complex characters, and a touching story.

Most of the other books read this year do not have the same depth found in
A Tale of Two Cities. Some of the books were not very good at keeping the
reader’s attention and excitement for what would happen next. To compare
two books like The Song of Roland and A Tale of Two Cities is difficult,
because they are different genres of literature. One is an epic poem and the
other is a novel, so it is not like comparing two novels or two epic poems.
The Song of Roland does indeed have depth, but not quite the same kind that
A Tale of Two Cities has.

Dickens did a spectacular job creating characters each with their own
unique personalities and, in some cases, creating characters that seem plain
and making them exceedingly dynamic by the end of the book. Almost all of
Dickens’ main characters in A Tale of Two Cities possess lovable and
admirable qualities. 

Dickens does a superb job of writing many separate stories for different
characters that may seem either unconnected or are unfinished, then, ties
the stories together in a brilliant way! Dickens also maintains the grim theme
of the story even amidst rejoicing. 

There are still more brilliant aspects to this story, but this essay must stop
somewhere. So, overall, this book is a marvelous piece of literature and very
well written. It gives the reader a sense of how heinous and cruel the
revolution was, but, even with all the murder and revenge, Dickens still
masterfully weaves a beautiful story of love, sacrifice, and hope.

 You may see the remainder of this essay here.
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Book Review

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/05/28/a-tale-of-two-cities-charles-dickens/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/05/28/a-tale-of-two-cities-charles-dickens/
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      The Nativity of the Theotokos     

            By Aidan Wilson

St. Raphael School Journal        September 2018         6

A Flashback in Orthodox History

The first Great Feast of the Church calendar–which begins on September 1st–is the Nativity of
the Theotokos, on September 8th. Its placement in the year reflects the fact that it came first
chronologically, as the event that set in motion God’s plan for our salvation and marked the
time when the His promises were about to be fulfilled. Though the event is not in the Bible, its
details have been transmitted through writings, hymns, and homilies written by fathers of the
early church.
 
In those days, it was assumed that those who were childless had committed a sin for which they
had been given the curse of barrenness. For this reason, Joachim and Anna -the future parents
of the Theotokos – prayed fervently to God to be granted a child, whom they promised they
would dedicate to serving God constantly in the temple. For years, it seemed their prayers were
unanswered. They sorrowfully endured having their sacrifices refused by the temple’s High
Priest, on the grounds that they had no children. In reaction to this, Joachim went into the
wilderness in order to spend his time in constant prayer, while Anna stayed home, praying as
well. To their joy, they learned from the Archangel Gabriel that not only would their prayer be
answered, but their long awaited daughter would be the mother of the Savior. Anna gave birth
around 16 or 17 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, and their daughter, Mary, lived her life in
holiness and purity, and just as had been foretold, years later, she gave birth to our Lord, God,
and Savior Jesus Christ.
 
This feast is important to Orthodox Christians for multiple reasons. First, and most obviously, it
is celebration of the birthday of the Mother of God, whose life is an excellent example for every
Christian seeking to follow God’s will. In addition to this, it provides an example of God’s
answers to prayers, since He listened to Joachim and Anna’s pleas for a child and gave them
even more blessings than they had imagines they would receive. Finally, as pointed out by Fr.
Alexander Schmemann in his homily on the feast: “Nothing about this event is mentioned
anywhere in the Holy Scriptures. But why should there be? Is there anything remarkable,
anything especially unique about the normal birth of a child, a birth like any other? The Church
began to commemorate the event with a special feast… because, on the contrary, the very fact
that it is routine discloses something fresh and radiant about everything we call routine and
ordinary, it gives new depth to the unremarkable details of human life… And with each birth the
world is itself in some sense created anew and given as a gift to this new human being to be his
life, his path, his creation.”

 
So as we celebrate the beginning of a new Church year and a new school year, we also celebrate
the beginnings of the most-holy Theotokos, and are also reminded to celebrate the beginnings
of every human life.

Sources:
●  Tyoos.org
●  OCA.org
●  The Typikon Decoded: An Explanation of Byzantine Liturgical Practice, by Archimandrite Joe Getcha

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/09/01/the-nativity-of-the-theotokos/
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Lenten Recipes

Scones can be served with jam, nut butter, or maple syrup. 
Blueberry jam is delicious!           

4 c. flour
2 T. baking powder

5 tsp. sugar
1 pinch of  salt

½ c. chopped walnuts
1 c. blueberries or other fruits and berries (can be frozen) 

⅔  c. coconut oil
1 ½ c. any kind of juice 

(optional) 3 T. applesauce

Preheat oven to 450°. Mix flour, baking powder, sugar, salt, and
blueberries. In a separate bowl mix canola oil, juice, and
applesauce. Combine liquid to the dry mix. (The batter will seem
overly thick and sticky, don’t worry!) 

Use a rolling pin or your hands to push the dough into a 1 inch
thickness. Use an oiled cup or cookie cutters to cut out dough.
Place scones on an oiled sheet pan (you may need two pans).
Cook for approx. 12 mins. (Don’t forget to set your timer!) Scones
should be a beautiful gold when you take out of the oven. 

Happy Fasting! - Molly Jenkins 

Lenten Blueberry Scones
Makes About 15 Scones

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/08/24/lenten-blueberry-scones/
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Featured Art
Beowulf's Legendary Journey Board Game

Created by Lydia McCollum

Beowulf's Legendary Board Game
2-4 Players

Contents
Board

4 Playing Pawns
1 Dice

4 Colored Goblet Cards
4 Colored Sword Cards

4 Colored Helmet Cards
4 Colored Shield Cards

Set up
Place the playing pawns on the Start Square. Separate the cards into their individual decks.

Object of  Game
Is to be the first player to reach the end of the board before his/her opponents with all of their

playing token cards. If you still have another player’s cards you must return them before
completing the game at one of the Trading Spots.

Order of  Play
The player with the biggest number rolled goes first. Move the pawn as many spaces as the die
has on the face. You can move your pawns down either path. Whatever color circle you land on

you have to do whatever the circles instructions say (Down below)

Grendel’s Lair (Orange Circles)
If a player lands on a Death Square then he/she is required to give up 1 token or

move back 4 spaces.

The King’s Castle’s (Red, Blue, Purple and Yellow Circles)
These are your pawns colors. To collect your token cards you have to land on your

color circle. If you land on another pawns color circle you have to pick up their card. But the
green circles are for trading.

Trading Post (Green Circles)
If you land on a green circle, than you have a choice: If you have another players

colored card than you can wait there during your next for them to come to the circle
and pick up their card or if they have you card you can pick it up. If you do not have

anyone’s cards than the green circle is just another circle.

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/05/30/beowulfs-legendary-journey/


More Parish News

St. Raphael School Journal        September 2018         9

Poetry Column
The Song of Beowulf
Written by Thea Frederick

A mighty warrior was born to Ectheow,
The clan of Geats was his people,

And Sweden was his homeland,
From there he would travel far,

Beowulf sailed o’re the seas,
To help the Danes with their foe,

Grendel by name was terrible,
But in his battle he fell to doom,

Beowulf with mighty hands,
He slew the monster whose plans were

dark,
The beast escaped to his dark lair,

But only to find death there,

Many glories upon Beowulf they heaped,
And many stories they told of his deeds,

His time to rest was little then,
For soon there was another foe,

Grendel’s mother was greatly displeased,
Her anger was that which had no compare,

His mother’s love for him alone,
Would never more find a home,

Forward she trod to Hrothgar’s hall,
And when she entered, she killed the most

beloved,
Of all the thanes under Hrothgar,

She killed the noble Ashhere,

Beowulf avenged Ashhere,
By killing that which slaughtered him,

By killing the witch of the moor,
Grendel’s mother came to doom,

With both foes dead Beowulf returned,
To his own home, in Sweden,

But little did he know then,
The dragon’s battle would bring his end,

When death came to Hygelac,
The throne was given to Ectheow’s heir,

And fifty years he kept it safe,

Until the dragon was disturbed,

Out he set to slay the snake,
But in the fray, his blood was spilt,
But death came not until the foe,
Lay dead among his horded gold,

Many battles had Beowulf fought,
But none with so noble a friend,

As the brave Wiglaf,
His loyalty was to the end,

There they sat, Beowulf and Wiglaf,
And there the mighty warrior died,

His people greatly mourned his loss,
He would be remembered long,

They buried him in many riches,
They named the coast “Beowulf’s Barrow”

And many stories they told of him,
His fame was greatly spread abroad,

Here is told Beowulf’s story,
Of a valiant and brave leader,

Who helped many both near and far,
Until the end.

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/05/30/the-song-of-beowulf/
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