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A Note From the Newsletter Team

“I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13

Dear Readers,

Christ is born! We pray that this season is filled with joy and gladness for you and
your family. As the world is being filled with Christmas lights, we must be preparing our
hearts to be filled with the glory of Christ’s light. 

The team has decided to make a special edition this season to introduce
ourselves. Our thought was that with Nativity being just around the corner, we would
take a moment to talk about each of our Christmas’ from around the country. The team
ranges all the way from the mountains of Northern Pennsylvania to Midwestern
Oklahoma! Despite our distance, we have gotten to know each other very well through
the blessing (and curse) of modern technology. In this Christmas edition, we have
included a section for each person as well as a couple of joint columns. Each team
member has an autobiography, a topic of interest, and a Q&A section. Our hope is that
our readers will get to know us better and help spread the popularity of the Newsletter!

In addition, we would like to dedicate this special Christmas Newsletter to those
who have offered their approval and support. We’d like to thank Ms. Joelle Hodge for all
of her help with the Journal, Mr. Adam Lockridge for his assistance in getting the
Newsletter started, Presbytera Maria Koulianos for her remarkable Faculty Editing skills,
Fr. Noah Bushelli for presenting the idea of a Newsletter as a Service Project to last
year’s Level 6 Catechism class, and for his priceless prayers. Last, but not least, we’d like
to thank our beautiful and hard-working St. Raphael School teachers. These strong men
and women have taught us so much and we are extremely grateful for their skills and
blessings. Thank you to all and thank you to our readers who make writing the
Newsletter so much more enjoyable!

God bless you all and may He grant you a  Blessed Nativity!

- Elyse Hawkins, Molly Jenkins, Noah Heise, Aidan Wilson, and Holden Hooper

Father Mark's Musings
Visit our Website  here

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/
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Homily for Christmas 
It was fitting that the Giver of all holiness

should enter this world by a pure and holy
birth. For He it is that of old formed Adam

from the virgin earth, and from Adam
without help of woman formed woman.
For as without woman Adam produced

woman, so did the Virgin without man this
day bring forth a man. For it is a man, saith

the Lord, and who shall know him [Jer.
17:9]. For since the race of women owed

to men a debt, as from Adam without
woman woman came, therefore without

man the Virgin this day brought forth, and
on behalf of Eve repaid the debt to man.

That Adam might not take pride, that he
without woman had engendered woman,
a woman without man has begotten man;
so that by the similarity of the mystery is

proved the similarity in nature. For as
before the Almighty took a rib from

Adam, and by that Adam was not made
less; so in the Virgin He formed a living

temple, and the holy virginity remained
unchanged. Sound and unharmed Adam
remained even after the deprivation of a
rib; unstained the Virgin though a Child

was born of her.

 St. John Chrysostom

The Nativity of Our Lord

Prepare, O Bethlehem, for Eden has
been opened to all! 

Adorn yourself, O Ephratha, for the
tree of life blossoms forth from the

Virgin in the cave! 
Her womb is a spiritual paradise

planted with the Divine Fruit: If we eat
of it, we shall live forever and not die

like Adam. 
Christ comes to restore the image

which He made in the beginning!

 - Troparion, Tone 4

Note From the Editor
Dear St. Raphael students, parents, and everyone else, thank you for checking out
our newsletter. We have been greatly blessed to have such amazing support from
SRS teachers and staff. We couldn't have done this without them. Thank you!

Elyse Hawkins
Managing Editor & Website Coordinator

St. Raphael School Journal



More Parish News

St. Raphael School Journal        December 2018         3

Noah's Column
Noah Heise

Media Editor
Column Writer

"There is a wisdom of the head,
and...there is a wisdom of the

heart."
- Charles Dickens

Q. What is your favorite Christmas scent?
A. FOOOOOOOD!!
Q. What is your favorite Christmas movie?
A. White Christmas. By Far. It's a classic.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas song?
A. 12 Days of Christmas  by Straight No Chaser. It's a
hilarious version.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas dessert?
A. Anything with chocolate?
Q. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever
given?
A. Its a gift for this year and I don't know if the
receiver reads the letter so I can't reveal the
information.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas activity that you
do with your family?
A. Playing Killer Bunnies. (A really complicated and
hilarious card game.) It's not a Christmas tradition,
but we usually play on holidays.

A Christmas Interview

I'm am Noah Heise, I am 14 years old I am in 9th grade and am part of SRS Liberal
Arts Level 5B American Classics and I live in Upstate New York. My hobbies/interests
include, but are not limited to, juggling, acting, writing ridiculously long columns about
White Christmas, but most of all, photography. I like bagels. I also have a random sense of
humor. And I hate sarcasm. (But seriously, I love bagels.)

Get to Know the Team
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Noah's Column

For this special Christmas edition of the newsletter, I am reviewing old Christmas
movies, ranging from 1942-1983. Now, before I start, I would like to preface this by saying
this will be spoiler free, so if you have not seen them, no need to worry about spoilers.
Let’s go through them, in my opinion, worst to best.

A Christmas Story 1983
A Christmas Story takes place in the 1940s. It’s about a young boy, Ralphie, who

only wants a genuine Red Ryder BB Gun for Christmas, but everyone keeps telling him
that he’ll “shoot his eye out.” I will not say any more about the plot though, as I promised
that I would keep this spoiler free. This movie is amazing, hilarious, stupid, and brilliant,
all at the same time. Though there is an overlaying plot of the gun, the movie jumps
between random events, such as the (for lack of a better term,) iconic, Leg Lamp. A
Christmas Story and I have a love-hate relationship. I love this movie for its stupid
comedic aspect, but that's also why I hate it. It has no plot, it is just stupid. And It’s kind of
difficult to explain. 

I give this movie 6/10.

It’s A Wonderful Life 1946

This movie is a well known classic, that I am sure many of you have seen. This
movie is for the most part serious and at many times sad, but has a wonderful message,
and is overall a very well made movie. We see George, the main character, throughout
his life go through hard times. Then, he gets married, and... Well, I can’t spoil it. The
movie’s plot has parallels to A Christmas Carol but overall has a rather unique plot. In my
opinion, the thing that really makes this movie is the ending. Overall, I enjoy the entire
movie, even the sad parts. 

I give this movie 7.82/10.

Holiday Inn 1942

Now here is a movie that many of you won’t have seen, however, if you have, I
congratulate you. This musical wonder, which stars Fred Astaire and Bing Crosby, is a
very fun movie, with a unique plot, and amazing song and dance. What makes this movie
truly remarkable, at least for me, is not the plot, not the cinematography, (defnitely not
seeing as it was 1942,) but as I said, the incredible songs, dances, and the comedy. 

You May View the Remainder of this Article Here

I'm Writing of a White Christmas

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/16/im-writing-of-a-white-christmas/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/16/im-writing-of-a-white-christmas/
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Molly's Column
Molly Jenkins

Assistant Editor
Column Writer

"He wants them to walk and must
therefore take away His hand; and if

only the will to walk is really there He
is pleased even with their stumbles." 

- C. S. Lewis

Festive Blueberry Pie
By Molly Jenkins

Ingredients for pie crust:
● 2 and 2/3 of a cup Flour
● 2 sticks of Salted butter
● ½ cup Cold Water
● A pinch of Salt (if butter is unsalted put 1 tsp. of salt in the crust)

Instructions for pie crust:
● Cut sticks of butter into small chunks that will be easy to smush with a fork. Mix

butter, flour, and salt in a large mixing bowl. Press the butter chunks with a fork ‘till
they’re quite small. Create a hole in the mixture. Pour the water into the mixture and
stir. Once water is evenly distributed, coat your hands and workspace with flour and
knead the dough into two balls. Using a rolling pin or hands, flatten both balls of
dough, but do not combine. Put one pastry into a 9-inch pie pan.

You May View the Remainder of This Recipe, and Pictures  Here

My name is Molly Jenkins. I am a 16 yr. old junior in
high school and have been a part of Saint Raphael School
since my freshman year of high school. I am currently taking
three Saint Raphael classes; Literature/History Level 6,
Catechism Level 7, and Greek Year 2. I was born in Virginia,
making me a true southerner by birth--but I have lived in
North Eastern Pennsylvania for the majority of my life. 

I love to read theology, philosophy, and biographies.
Some of my favorite academic subjects are History, English,
Literature, Philosophy, Theology, and Poetry. 

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time outdoors;
hiking and embracing the fullness of nature. I have a strong
passion for art. I love to dance, sing, write poetry, and get my
fingers in a bucket of paint. I help lead the choir at my
church. In addition, I enjoy studying psychology, baking,
traveling, mission work, spending time at church, and
learning about Liturgical Music. 

My aspirations are to attend college and major in
Theology and minor in Education or Music. In addition, I
would very much love to continue focusing on the arts
throughout my college and adult years. 

Get to Know the Team

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/festive-blueberry-pie/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/festive-blueberry-pie/
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Molly's Column

Q. What is your favorite Christmas scent?
A. Definitely the scent of Christmas trees and apple cider. I love going to a Christmas
tree farm and smelling the trees and then getting home to the smell of fire wood,
burning, while sipping pungent hot cider.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas story?
A.  In addition to the Birth of Christ, there’s a book called The Crippled Lamb  that I 
absolutely adore. It tells the story of a little crippled lamb who befriends a n old cow.
Because the lamb is crippled he has to stay with the cow in a barn while the remainder of
the sheep go with the shepherds to seek out fresh pastures. The crippled lamb is sad
that he is left behind. The cow comforts him by saying that God has a special place for
those who feel left behind. The lamb falls asleep and awakes to see a little baby (Jesus)
with his mother and father, in the hay nearby. He sees that Jesus is cold and goes to
snuggle close to him, keeping him warm. It’s such a beautiful story that melts my heart
every time I read it. Some of my other favorites include A Christmas Carol  and It’s A
Wonderful Life, the radio play.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas movie?
A. The 1964 version of Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer. Rudolph is so adorable and the
stop motion animation is so fun to watch!
Q. What is your favorite Christmas song?
A. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen. Such a glorious song with wonderful words.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas dessert?
A. I’m a fan of my grandma’s candied sweet potatoes which I have learned to make for my
family.
Q. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever given?
A. My parents always say that they don’t want anything for Christmas so last year my
siblings and I wrote a song for them, thanking them for everything they’ve done for us.
Together we wrote the lyrics, my older brother and I sang, my younger brother played
the guitar, and my little sister danced.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas activity that you do with your family?
A. For the past two years my family has stayed in Florida for Christmas, which is a
wonderful adventure! In addition to this I love putting ornaments on my Christmas tree
and sipping cider by the fire.
Q. Do you have a favorite church or community activity that you enjoy around
Christmas?
A. Dancing in the kitchen to Christmas music with my siblings and caroling! This year I
went caroling at a nursing home with the young adults at my church. This was so much
fun! Some of the elderly people were crying and plugging their ears. It was such a jolly
time. Afterwards we introduced ourselves to the residents who were super friendly. I
got to hear about where they were from and what they liked to do. I loved learning about
the similarities that I shared with the beautiful people!

A Christmas Interview
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Molly's Column

Seeking the Sun

“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it,
but because by it I see everything else.” (C.S. Lewis).

As the Christmas lights turn on, the rosy cheeks smile, and the trees welcome winter
with their fresh smell, my eyes grow bigger with the scenic beach sunrise. What a
classic picture, I think to myself. But why is it that some of the most beautiful things
are forgotten until they’re right in front of our faces? One’s prayer life, for example;
we know we must pray to have a pure life but yet we continuously forget to open our
little red prayer books or sit in silence on the shore. From living in Pennsylvania for
the majority of my life, I find that a good amount of Northerners vacation on the
beaches of Southern Florida, especially in the winter time--myself being one of them!
We seek a drastic change from the bitter winters up North. I think we often do this in
our spiritual lives. We grow icicles from the coldness inside our hearts so we run
towards the warmth of the sun, hoping the drastic change in temperature will melt
our icy hearts. The darkness discourages us, so we embrace the early morning light of
the shimmering sunrise with relief--and what a relief it is!

But as the seasons change, coldness enters into our hearts. We leave the sunshine and
return to our familiar sins. Oftentimes what we find most comfortable is what is most
familiar to us. This is why it is so important to keep our hearts warm even when the
weather around us is cold. We must work to keep the limbs of our bodies warm and
alive, with blood running freely through our veins. In the Thanksgiving prayers after
Communion, we say, “pass through me for the integration of my members, into all my
joints, my affections, and my heart.” When we receive the Body and Blood of Christ,
we receive Christ into our members, allowing ourselves to be a warming and
welcoming Body to our Beloved Head. But how can we be warm and welcoming if our
hearts are cold? It is not possible. Thus, we must keep our sand clean so that the
sunrise reflects beautifully on us. We must also prepare a blanket on the sand to
warmly welcome the Christ child who so lovingly melts our cold hearts. When He
gently steps onto His footstool, we must wrap Him in love, welcoming Him with a
blanket of joy and gladness. 

Let us not be burdened down by the heavy ornaments on our trees, but let us lift our
hearts to the warmth of the rising sun and the joy of the Christmas star! Let us not
overly involve ourselves with the weight of the ornaments on our trees, but rather, let
us seek the sun! 

You May View the  Photos From This Essay  Here

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/seeking-the-sun/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/seeking-the-sun/
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Aidan's Column

A Christmas Interview
Q. What is your favorite Christmas scent?
A. Freshly-cut fir tree, or any evergreen.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas Story?
A. THE Christmas story--specifically the St. Matthew account with its references to the
Prophets.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas movie?
A. Miracle on 34th Street.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas song?
A. Any song that has a lot of verses that I have memorized. You're a mean one, Mr. Grinch 
is a good one. One favorite is the Katavasia for the Nativity ("Christ is born, glorify
Him..."), an awesome set of hymns.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas dessert?
A. Eggnog.
Q. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever given?
A. Nothing compared to God's Gift, eh?
Q. What is your favorite Christmas activity that you do with your family?
A. All of it.
Q. Do you have a favorite church or community activity that you enjoy around
Christmas?
A. The services for the Nativity. Orthros, Liturgy, etc.

Aidan Wilson

Column Writer

"When there is no human being
that can bring us comfort, then

God comes and brings us joy
through a book."  - Elder

Thaddeus

Get to Know the Team
My name is Aidan Wilson. I am seventeen years old and

attend Saint Raphael School’s Catechism and Greek classes, as
well as the second level of the class on Byzantine Chant, which 
is one of my chief hobbies, amongst such other things as
LEGOs and reading and writing. I attend St. Ignatius Antiochian
Orthodox Church in Franklin, TN, and my favorite parts of the
year are whenever big Orthodox events--such as summer
camps and the like--occur. 

My favorite color is orange; my favorite Byzantine
mode is Plagal First; my favorite Russian tone is Tone 1; my
favorite Star Wars movies are Rogue One  and Return of the
Jedi; my favorite books are Perelandra  and the novelization
The Revenge of the Sith; my favorite trig function is sine; my
favorite numbers are 0, 1, and 2; my favorite poetic feet are
the trochee and dactyl; my favorite Enterprise  captain is
Captain Kirk; my favorite word is “whencesoever”; my favorite
map projection is the Dymaxion projection; my favorite
format for sharing lots of information is the list. I am a
member of the newsletter team, writing columns mainly
pertaining to hymns and the Church, and it's been very fun to
do! I hope you all enjoy reading the newsletter. :D
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Aidan's Column
St. Nicholas and His Music

“When, of whom to my wondering ears then hear,

But a saint remembered 53 times each year,

With hymns proclaiming Arius ridiculous--

I knew in a moment it must be Saint Nicholas.”

Needless to say, at this festive time of year we hear a lot of music. In a previous
article, we discussed Christmas carols, comparing them to their counterparts in the
Nativity and pre-Nativity hymnography of the Church. However, amidst the classic festal
sounds of “Joy to the world”, “Away in a manger”, and other songs celebrating Christ’s
birth, our playlists may also include such words as “down through the chimney with
good St. Nick”, or “Santa Claus is coming to town”, which at first seem to have little--if
any--connection to the central themes of the holiday. Why are we singing about Santa
Claus/St. Nick during Christmas time?

The answer to this question goes back to the Church calendar, in which St.
Nicholas is commemorated on December 6th, 19 days before Christmas. The proximity
of the two feasts led to them being closely associated with each other, and the saint’s
reputation for being a joyful, generous, and selfless giver (the details of which, along
with many other parts of his life, can be read in a companion article about the life and
works of St. Nicholas) led to the oft-repeated tales about Santa Claus visiting houses on
Christmas, darting down chimneys, and leaving presents for children. 

While popular song artists sing about these exaggerated and fictitious exploits of
“Santa Claus”, the Church chants in praise of St. Nicholas for his true miracles, zeal, and
piety.

The Liturgical celebration of his feast-day begins with Vespers on the evening
prior to December 6th. In a similar manner to how secular Christmas songs form
rhymes--e.g., between the sound of Santa Claus’s reindeer (“Up on the housetop, click-
click-click,”) and Santa Claus’s alternate name in such songs (“down through the
chimney, with good St. Nick.”)--the hymnographers employed similar-sounding words in
their compositions to strengthen the parallels and comparisons made. The first two
stichera at Great Vespers are perfect examples. In the first, we hear, “While living in Myra
in the flesh, thou wast myrrh in truth, as anointed with the sweet spiritual myrrh.” 

You May View the Remainder of this Essay Here

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/18/homemade-hot-chocolate-mix-in-a-jar/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/st-nicholas-and-his-music/
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Elyse's Column
Elyse Hawkins

Managing Editor
Column Writer

“Acquire the Spirit of Peace and
a thousand souls around you

shall be saved”
- St. Seraphim of Sarov

Homemade Hot Chocolate Mix – In a Jar
By Elyse Hawkins

● ¾ cup dry milk powder
● ¾ cup unsweetened cocoa powder
● ¾ cup powdered sugar
● 2 Tbl. milk chocolate chips
● 2 Tbl. crushed candy canes and/or mint baking chips
● ½ cup mini marshmallows

Instructions:

Layer the dry milk powder, cocoa powder, and powdered sugar in that order in the bottom of a pint-
sized wide-mouth mason jar (or any other jar you have on hand). 

Next, add the chocolate chips and candy canes. Place the mini marshmallows on top to fll the rest of
the jar (you can add more marshmallows if necessary). Add a lid and attach this printable recipe card.
I actually used Mod Podge to attach the label directly to the jar, but there are many different ways
you can attach it. Add some ribbon and decorations that will make this a great present for any friends
or family around the holiday season. 

You May View the Photos From This Project  Here

My name is Elyse Hawkins, and I live in a fairly small
college town in rural Oklahoma. I am the oldest of 6 kids,
the youngest being only 8 months old. I am in my Junior
year of high school, and will soon be turning 17. 

As for extracurricular activities: I have a number of
them, including church projects among others. I also
spend a lot of time helping my mom operate our
homeschool library that we run for local homeschool
families.

I have a number of hobbies, the majority which I
imagine would be extremely dull for most people, not to
mention other teenagers. I love to read and enjoy writing,
playing the piano, cross-stitching, quilting, studying, and
cooking for my family. 

I plan to attend either Oklahoma State University
or Hillsdale college in Michigan and get a double major in
Political Science and Psychology, with a minor in
Business. After that, I hope to attend law school with a
focus on policy and international relations.

Get to Know the Team

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/18/homemade-hot-chocolate-mix-in-a-jar/
http://lovegrowswild.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Homemade-Hot-Chocolate-Mix-Printable-1.pdf
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/18/homemade-hot-chocolate-mix-in-a-jar/
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Elyse's Column
A Christmas Interview

Q. What is your favorite Christmas scent?
A. Of course there are all the good scents from candles, baking, and more, but I would
definitely have to say the scent of cinnamon. Around the holidays my family will put a
pot of orange peels, cinnamon sticks, lemon juice, and cloves to simmer on the stove,
which gives even the simplest tasks a very festive air.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas story?
A. Of course you mean aside from the most original Nativity story of all. Going on that
assumption, it’s so hard to pick just one story because there are so many good ones! An
Amish Christmas, The Polar Express, The Candymaker’s Gift, and The Christmas Miracle
of Jonathan Toomey  are all picture books that I’m not ashamed to admit that I look
forward to them every year. Then, of course, there’s  Hercule Poirot’s Christmas, The
Christmas Carol, Little House on the Prairie Christmas, and so many others. Even with so
many options, I would have to say that The Gift of the Magi is definitely my favorite.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas movie?
A. Miracle of 34th Street and White Christmas are my favorite Christmas movies. These
are both movies that are usually watched multiple times throughout the holidays in my
family.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas song?
A. Good King Wenceslas, because I really enjoy those older classic Christmas songs.
None of those newer songs for me, except for Baby It’s Cold Outside.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas dessert?
A. Lemon meringue pie, a family tradition for both Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Q. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever given?
A. The gift I would pick has actually yet to be given, since it is for this Christmas. For
obvious reasons, I’ll skip over this question.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas activity that you do with your family?
A. Every Christmas Eve my parents give each of my siblings, including myself, a
Christmas ornament. This ornament is personal to that person and year. As an example,
for one of my ornaments, I was doing ballet that year so I received a ballet slipper
ornament. This is something my siblings and I continue to look forward to every year.
Q. Do you have a favorite church or community activity that you enjoy around
Christmas?
A. Every year my family takes plates of Christmas cookies to all of our local friends as
well as a number of community members like the police department, the fire
department, the local library, among others. This is always a very fun and interesting
experience. Another thing I look forward to is our church’s Christmas service that is held
late the night of Christmas Eve. My parish also always plans a very large feast for after
the Christmas service to break the Nativity fast.
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Holden's Column

Q. What is your favorite Christmas scent?
A. My favorite Christmas scent would be the smell of logs burning in a fire since they are
often burnt in Winter and the smell is amazing.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas Story?
A. Obviously the actual Nativity story is my favorite Christmas story, but my second favorite
would be The Legend of the Candy Cane.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas movie?
A. The Nativity Story is my favorite Christmas movie.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas song?
A. The Nutcracker Suite, Op 71a, since my sisters have been in several Nutcracker ballets
over the years.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas dessert?
A. Christmas dessert is Ghraybeh (a middle eastern butter cookie), my grandfather makes
these and sends them to my family every year.
Q. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever given?
A. Once when my family was moving during Christmas, I helped pack and move the majority
of the boxes free of charge.
Q. What is your favorite Christmas activity that you do with your family?
A. Two activities my family does every year at Christmas that I enjoy are Ice Skating and
making Gingerbread houses.
Q. Do you have a favorite church or community activity that you enjoy around Christmas?
A. I enjoy going to walk through Nativities either with my family or church group.

A Christmas Interview

Holden Hooper

Column Writer
"Just as dolphins float about on the
calm stillness of the sea, so in the

stillness of the sea within the heart
that is free from anger and wrath
there are hidden mysteries and

divine revelations ever stirring for
its delight."  - John of Dalyatha

Get to Know the Team
I am 17 years old and in 12th grade, I’m

currently taking Medieval History and Literature (Mr.
Lockridge’ classes) and Catechism 7 (Fr. Timothy) at
St. Raphael School. Some hobbies of mine are going
on long distance runs, archery, playing guitar, and
reading. I really like learning about Theology, History,
Philosophy, and Foreign Languages.

 I currently live in Bentonville, AR although I
have lived in Dallas TX, Houston, TX, and Overland
Park, KS at other points in my life. My favorite food is
smoked salmon. My greatest accomplishment (so
far) is having run a full Marathon. My favorite color is
probably either turquoise or red. My favorite tv show
is Forged in Fire. My favorite book is The Way of a
Pilgrim. My favorite book of the Bible is The Gospel of
St. John. 
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Holden's Column
The Lay of St. Nicholas

May we memorialize /  the mighty man of Myra,

Who nobly named Nicholas /  is noted for his noble life.

Proceeding from the privileged /  paternity of Patras,

Fulflling his forerunners focus /  for the furtherance of family ,

They chose after his childbirth to cling / to continence for celestial citizenship.

When once getting washed the well-spoken / wee one proclaimed his wise will,

To drink once during the biweekly fast days / from the daily nourishing drink of his dame.

Amidst his young years he would oft /  yearn to frequent the church oft without yielding,

Rather than riveting the riddles of kids /  he would ruminate over religious writ regularly. 

Once when walking about Nicholas overheard his noble neighbor,

Who was planning on selling his daughters into sin for his wealth.

Nicholas planned to stop this by throwing some of his family's wealth through their
window,

And so through the bag of gold the oldest daughter was rescued from unchaste slavery.

Nicholas secretly repeated this twice more in order to rescue the other 2 daughters,

The third time Nicholas awoke the man who ran out and found the generous giver. 

The man kneeling down thanked Nicholas and would have kissed his feet,

But the holy man told him not to tell or share this as long as he lived. 

After the Myran Bishop had died the other bishops gathered for counsel,

They decided that the frst person named Nicholas to walk into church will be made
Bishop.

You May View the Remainder of this Poem Here

https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/the-lay-of-st-nicholas/
https://raphaelschooljournal.wordpress.com/2018/12/21/the-lay-of-st-nicholas/
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A Special Note From the Editor
Thank you for checking out this special Christmas Edition of St.
Raphael's Newsletter. The Newsletter Team would like to wish you all
once again a Blessed Nativity and a very Happy New Year.

Christ is Born! Let Us All Glorify Him!
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